The pathogenesis of spondylarthritis, including Reiter's syndrome (RS) and ankylosing spondylitis (AS), remains incompletely understood. Both diseases are strongly associated with the major histocompatibility complex antigen, HLA-B27, and RS can be provoked by a variety of infectious prodromes. 1 A possible clue to the pathogenesis of Statistical analyses were based on a one-tailed Student's t-test or a x2 analysis. The difference was considered significant when p<0-05.
Results
The antibody levels of the patients and controls are shown in Fig. 1 . Thirty-four normal individuals had a mean of 14-7 + 2-4% (mean ± SEM). There was no significant difference in antibody levels between males and females (Fig. 1) 
